216th Edition FEBRUARY 2013

First Published March 1954

Woodsmoke

www.abbotslangleyscouts.org.uk



Bg hgl  moér A

| would like to begin by wishing all o
readers a very happy and successful
2013. |

The Autumn and Winter terms tend to

keep our sections based at HQ more, as the darker
evenings and inclement weather make potholing at
Phasels or kayaking on the canal less appealing. This
gave me a chance to organise fire drills for each
section which were carried out very successfully. As
a result of the drills we are currently carrying out
some maintenance to our emergency lighting.

Another long term project has been the installation
of 21 solar panels on the HQ roof. Since the last
edition of Woodsmoke we have now received £1614
from Eon as part of their Feebh-Tariff scheme and

we should now receive regular quarterly payments.
We have submitted the last part of the grant
application to the Building Research Establishment so
that the final 5% retention of £466.50 can be
released and have just had confirmation that this has
been successful. All of these funds will help the
groups finances and the money put to good use.
One of the most important bits of information is that
we are now generating on average 560Kwh per year
more electricity than we are using at the HQ which
helps a little towards sustainability.



We now have Broadband at the HQ which was
generously provided free for a year by BT after |
applied for a grant. The Broadband will primarily be
used by the District Explorers to carry out their en
line DofE work.

| mentioned in the previous edition of Woodsmoke
about some long term projects. These were raised at
the last Exec meeting and | am pleased to say that
they gave the go ahead for the decoration of the hall
stairs and landing which will probably be carried out
over a school holiday to avoid any disruption.

| have also suggested that acoustic ceiling panels in
the hall may improve the noise comfort levels during
the section meetings. | would welcome any feedback
from any leaders/parents on this matter. The Group

Exec are also considering the kitchen refurbishment.

We rounded off last term with a Leaders and
Executive social. This was a chance for all of us
directly involved in running The Group to mix and
chat and get to know each other a little and discuss
the scouting year ahead in Abbots Langley. It was a
very enjoyable evening and my thanks go to Clive and
Sally for hosting the event.

| look forward to meeting as many of you as possible
over the next weeks and months. Bye for now,
Mike Benson



Cliveds Chat
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Many congratul ati or
Leo Farrington, Lu¢ss g
S
Cheng, George DOWdI
Thompson and Tom Wi

completing their Si Bief ¢
Award, the highest me nt
Cubs.

We | | done also to our Beaver, E

attaining her Bronze Chief Scou

|l 6m pleased to welcome some new
Group. Christopher Winder and L
with the Group since they were
the |l ast 4 years as Young Leade
have joined the ranks as Assi st
Swai-Greay has also joined us fro
as an Assistant Cub Scout Leade

Well done to all the youngsters
the village Remembrance Day Par
was a great turn out from our S
Day parade is at the beginning
2iApril so please keep it free
attend.

A huge thank you to our fundrai
and Eugene, who organised our C
Decembe It was another great
A759

Clive Winder
Group Scout Le



Scout Troop Achievements
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their Creative Chall e

OTi mot hy Cannock on ac

Community Chall enge,
ORobert Armstrong, Dan
Ol'i ver Durack, Max Mo

Matthew Smith, Charl o
and Al ex Weston on at-
Gl obal Chall enge.

Very wel | d

Clive



The 2012 Triathlon

I he Triathlon was an event of running, cycling and shooting at
Lees Wood. The four that took part from our Troop were
myself, Ravi Kotecha, Charlotte Trotman and Henry Caplan.

First was running two laps of half of Lees Wood. We lined up in
our teams at the start and every five minutes they would let a team
pass. We were the third to go and we started at a steady pace but after
a while Henry started slowing down so | carried him for half of the lap.
After | put Henry down we started the second lap. On the second lap |
had to carry Henry up the hill to finish the lap.

After running we had to run to our bikes and start the cycling that
was two laps of the other half of Lees Wood. There was a lot of hills
some to go down and some to go up. Even though some hills went
down we <coul dnot go too fast bec
sticks and roots that got in your way. Half way through when we were
going uphill Ravi and | decided to help Henry carry his bike up to speed
things up.

After the cycling we put our bike
down and went over to the rifle rangt
We had to wait for a long time tc
shoot because the other groups we
in front of us. When we finally got t
the range we loaded the rifles. TI
rifles we were using were the same
the old ones from the group without
scope but we had practiced with tt

guns at Cliveds | bef
we had got used to them. ‘

They didndot t el 3 ca
on the leader boedTRIATHLCL ma

to win the County trophy
unfortunately but we did manage to win the District Trophy.

Thanks to Dave Goodman for giving up his

morning to let us take part in the Triathlon.
By Tim Cannock
Patrol Leader, Otters
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1 ABBOTS LANGLEY SCOUT GROUP
IMPROVES INTERNET SKILLS IN THE COMMUNITY
WITH FREE BT BROADBAND

The F' Abbots Langley Scout Group are celebrating having been
awarded a yearodos free internet <co
Connections. The award scheme, w h
Together campaign, enables charitable and community organisations to
help their local community to get online.

The judges were impressed by the scout groups innovative ideas for
helping to get more people in its local area online. Currently the group
has a computer which members of the District Explorer Unit, including
our own Albbatross Explorerscan use at the headquarters in Langley
Road, to gain access to the internet where they can complete their
Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme administration and paperwork
under the watchful eyes of their leaders, which has already proved a
big hit with those who do not have IT equipment or Broadband at
home. The group now plans to use the broadband connection to assist
in some short animation film work as part of some badge work in the
Scout Troop €& best of luck with t
who have not much experience using the Internet.

Mi chael Benson, Chairman of the g
have been recognised by BT Commun
broadband is just fantastic. We hope the District Explorers will benefit
from the broadband at their weekly meetings. It allows the Explorers

to update their personal log books on line and for the leaders to keep
track of service records and register achievements with the D of E
Central Office.

Si mon Paul , Community I nvestment
i's an i mportant part of BT0s Get
to make the benefits of the Internet available to as many people and
organisations as possible. The Internet can make a staggering difference
to peopleds |Ilives. BT has been he
opening up new possibilities to m
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In each edition of Woodsmoke we will

meet a different person from the Group

and learn a bit about them and what o
makes them tick

By Holly Noona
¥ Name: Michael Benson
Place of birth: Chiswick, West London

Occupation: Self Employed Carpenter and Joiner. |

' left school at 16 with 8-@vels under my belt and

4 earned a sort after apprenticeship with London

| Transport in Fulham, who at that time had a huge

%J Works and Building Department. | worked for them

g cAmtla for 9 years until we were all made redundant. | was a
chargehand/sett@ut when | left. | have run my own business ever since then.

When did you become involved with AL Scout Group@y eldest son, who is

22 now, joined Beavers when he was six. The first time | really got involved in the
group was when he attended his first Cub Camp in Lees Wood. Gerry and Chris
were in need of some help and | volunteered. That was about 15 years ago.

What role(s) do/did you play at the Group?Having been a keen Cub and

Scout myself at thet Chiswick Scout Group, | was keen to encourage my three
sons to join Abbos and enjoy all of the fantastic experiences | had enjoyed in
scouting whilst growing up. | fast became a regular parent helper in all three
sectiongeven running DIY and woodwork evenings on occasions. | have helped
on numerous camps and competitions over the years and must be near my 200
nights away badge by now! I n recent vy
qualification to enable us to take our Scouts on a narrowboat trip once a year.

| joined the Executive Committee about 10 years ago and | have been Group
Chairman for about a year now.

When you were young(er), what did you want to bénly ever wanted to be a
Carpenter. When | was ten | wanted a Black And Decker Workmate which | had
seen advertised on television, so my Mum bought me one for my birthday.

Who is your hero and why®y Mum, for many, many reasons, but also for

letting me use my Workmate and tools in the front room of the small flat we lived
in at the time. | used it constantly to make gifts for my relatives, such as picture
frames and shelf units. | even made a cupboard for my Nan. | still have that
wor kmate today and who knows where |
use it all those years ago!



First car: | shared a Mini Clubman with my Mum at 17. Unfortunately |
wrote that car off at 18, so | had
sharing a car after that, so | bought a Sunburst Red Mach 3 Cortina

GXL with a black vinyl roof, which | had for about 5 years.

Favourite food:I love Liver and Kidney but it is not often on many
menus. Other than that you candt bec:

Hobbies: | have so little spare time for hobbies these days, but as a
youngster | collected stamps and tea cards for many years. | did quite a
lot of fishing, too. Nowadays, if | do get any spare time | like walking
with my family.

Most memorable moment:My wedding day nearly twenty five years
ago and the births of my three sons.

Favourite part of Abbots LangleyThis has to be the park. | have
spent many happy times there watching my three sons playing football
and cricket, and of course The Dell, for sledging.

Who would you most like to meet, dead or alivd@dy maternal
grandfather who died before | was born, but about whom | have heard
many stories. Apparently he was very involved in the Scout movement
back in the 1940s.

If you could have one wish, what would it beTo live a happy,
healthy and long life with my family and friends.

What do you enjoy most about being involved with AL Scouts?

Thatds easyéébreaking camp (especi al
minibus after the Green Beret, hanging up the wet tents to dry off in the

loft, making packed lunches with Alison at 2am, mopping up flooded

tents in the middle of the nightéée..

The list of pleasures is endless, but the most enjoyable part by far is
doing all these things with good friends.
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scouts.org.uk/activesupport

Members of
Ladies, Guild, A=US -
Support and ofg#®

helpers T

Busy at the
jumble sale



The Fell owshi pbés Weeke
to Shropshire

Back by popular demand, since last publishing an
article in the April 2002 edition of Wood Smoke, | am
here to regale you with the ta
escape to Shropshire. ( Some wi/
[t because nobody el se wanted
them though as theydbre just [ ea
this /s being written in late January with a Siberian
blizzard raging outside the October trip is now a
sl ightl!y vague memory. However

This tale is set in the picturesque surroundings
of Bridgnorth, Shropshire. A land of rolling hills,
swathed in woodland. The group were comfortably
accommodated in a haunted, Tudor farm house. (Well
at |l east | guess thatés why the
during the night.)



On Saturday morn the group split their separate
ways to explore and enjoy the local environs. One
group had a cultural day. | believe this involved a
steam train trip followed by a visit to a period building,
which may well have been some form of pub.

The more active amongst The Fellowship
present attacked Long Mynd behind Church Stretton.
One group chose to walk whilst my group attacked the
hill with our bikes.

Unfortunately the hill fought better than first
expected as one member was chucked off his bike on a
downhill stretch. | am happy to report he made a full
recovery thanks to the recuperative powers of the
National Trust cake shop 5 minutes afterwards. Some
people exalt the benefits
rather have a hot cup of tea and a large slice of cake
anytime. For the final ride we drove our bikes up to the
top of the hill and freewheeled down into Church
Stretton for another piece of cake with the walkers.

of



Upon our return to the haunted farm house, the
War of the Showers broke out. The ladies barricaded
themselves into the warm, upstairs shower room and
banished the men to the cold, outdoor shower room.
However being men we donodt
much. Once a peace treaty had been signed the two sides
retired to the comfortable lounge and waited for the poor
people on cooking duty to prepare suppers for us. Dinner
was a success to the extent
the following ample cheese board. Hats off to the chefs.
The night ended with a snoring competition between
Clive, Richard and John. | presume Clive must have won
last year too as he was enthusiastically encouraged to
have his own room.

i
X

Sunday was spent in historic Ironbridge exploring
the key sites of its industrial hay day. Imagine the
opening ceremony from the Olympics this year for an idea

hol d

t hat



of what it was like. (Yes, with choreographed dancers

everywhere.) My most memorabl e f
|l ronbridge itself but the 19706s
concrete cooling
towers each higher
, than Blackpool
Tower. In order to
disguise these they
have painted them
to look like bricks in
order to fit in with
the 18™ century
setting. Do you
think it worked?
The day ended up in yet another tea and cake
shop. When they said Fellowship had a drinking problem |
didnét think they meant tea.
It was another great weekend away with
Fellowship. | recommend it and Shropshire to those who
havendét been before. | must have
wrangled in to do this and help

away.

Alastair Gabriel (Ex
Otters)

N AH

2 H

How many Active Support
. members does it take to

| get the door key back into
the key safe?



RAINFOREST,

The beginning of this term marked five new arrivals, Louis
Cousins, Joseph Geard, Thomas Greaves, Miles Pyatt and
Joshua Wilkins as well as two new leaders, Alice Swaiag
(Baloo) and Wendy Cousins (Bagheera).

There has been an
expansion to the sixeg{
so, we now have 6 | \&
sixes with orange bein_
added to facilitate the™
growing pack.

We all got to know our village a little better by starting our
community badges. Do not fear the medics are here! We
managed to complete our first aid badges last term, so well
done to everyone and a special thanks to Wendy for her
expertise in the subject!

It wasndét all work and no pl ay
party, where the cubs dressed up in the scariest costumes
imaginable and an all indulgent night in chocolate heaven.

Last term also marked some important annual events: The
Remembrance Day Parade and the Christingle Service, where
Ross Sheppard represented our pack as one of the readers.

Lastly, just before Christmas we took a trip to watch Katie
perform in Beauty and the Beast at the Radlett Centre. It was a
brilliant performance that we all enjoyed a great deal.

Alice Swaine -Gray, Baloo



Lake Beavers

BEAVERS

This term at Lake Beavers has been action packed once
again. We've completed lots of our badges this term
including our Fitness Challenge Badge, our Hobbies Badge
and our Animal Friends Badge. We had lots of fun
completing our Animal Friends badge as we got to visit Pets
at Home and stroke lots of furry friends.

To celebrate Halloween we had
a party where we played lots of
games and ate lots of food, but
the best activity of all was we
got to dress up.

In December we took part in
the Christingle service at St
Lawrence Church. We sang our hearts out and got given
oranges with candles in the middle and lots of yummy
sweets around it.

To top off a jam -packed term we went to a Christmas
pantomime of Beauty and the Beast, we had a yummy ice
cream at the interval.

And last but no means least best wishes to both Carli Cheng
who has gone to Brownies and Ethan Ford who has moved up
to Cubs.
Amaelia Eve Parmenter
Young Leader



River Beavers "\
BEAVERS

We started off what was to be a very busy

autumn term with our fithess badge. We had lots of exciting team
games (and the occasional football match to keep our young leaders
equally fit and healthy), and learnt how to make a healthy (yet tasty)
vegetable soup.

In October, to celebrate Halloween, our beavers came up
with some scary yet innovative costumes for our Halloween party
and enjoyed the many themed crafts and activities arranged for the
night.

’ We followed up this fun packed evening with a whole
weekend of fun in the form of a
was given a pirate theme, so the beavers were able to design their
own hats, eye patches, treasure maps and name badges in order to
look the part, before enjoying a film (of course also pirate themed)
and eventually going to bed at e

This term we have also attained our animal
friend badge. As part of this badge we were able to
visit the Pets at Home shop in Apsley, where we
were introduced to a number of common
household pets such as rabbits and goldfish (as
well as to some less common ones like snakes,

lizards and cockroaches). Many of the beavers
also looked after their own pets for a week,
keeping a diary of what they learnt and drawing
some amazing pictures of the animals they
helped take care of. These pictures came in very
handy the next week as the beavers made clay
animals to takes home, and bird feeders (sticky
ones) to look after the birds during the winter.

Ravi, Helen and Jamie












