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Scout Troop News
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E At the 2007 census in January the total E

g Group membershipwas 98 ( 200 6 ol 97)
I comprising: l

g g

i Beaver Scouts 17 (18

o Cub Scouts 33 (2on

E Scouts 39 (44

§ Leaders & Assistants 9 (9 )
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The Beavers continued to enjoy a vari

Hel en Welch, the Beaver Leader, again
Lyn Lythaby, and our Young Leader s, L a
weekly programme has enabl ed them to
Chall enges and Activity badges and has
Awards being achieved.

The Cubs also thrived thanks to the | ¢
Benson, Jo Johnson and Holly Noonan a
Redmond. There have been many achiever
Awards and Activity Badges. My congr at
boys who completed their Silver Chief ¢
The Scout Troop is stildl over the maxi
there are 9 overdue on the waiting | i st
start up another Troop, they wil!.l neve.l
al ways, the Troop continued to support
of 65 Challenge Awards were completed
Badges. I would particularly Ilike to c
their Gold Chief Scouts Award My t han
Duf fy Tony Dabson and, our Young Le
commi t ment and hard work throughout 't he
hel ped and supported the activities.

We had our best result ever in'bhace€ot
out of 110 teams'"i wWet md sGouwcmtme TBriat hl
District Triathlon Trophy. We al so car
competition, although as y ou can see,
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mentioned above, this Group is high
ck of Leaders. |l 6m pleased to see mo
an occasional basi s, not t hat we gi
ber of full time | eaders remains ar
ting list of which 6 are overdue, a |
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l dren out there not able to enjoy al
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m al so |l eased report that the Di
c tinues grow from strength
ted e Unit l ast year have now b
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needs more Leaders. A number of E
ntinued the Groups |l ong tradition of
U One Star Award. My s
gani sing and running t

incere thanks |
he cour se.
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ort would not be complete withou
ly, to the members of the Scout F
ities within the Sections. I'n par
y Camp held in June attended by ¢
t praise enough al/l those who mad
ky this Group is to have its ow
ily and worked tirele |
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Congratulations to Jonathan Benson, LU
Marc Redmond who have completed their
hi ghest award for Scouts.

The "2bruary was Founders Day, cel ebra
of Rober-Povwaldlen The event was cel ebr a
di fferent ways, varying from playing s
to a rummage through old Group photos
of our Group. A number of Beavers and
scouting uniforms to school

Congratul ations t o t he boys wh o repr e
Swi mmi ng G'dMar com. 1Wot h the Cubs and Sco
were rwmpnédams their respective age groufj
Group achheazed @verall in the District.
March also saw the annual Di strict Scc
Wood in which we entered 2 teams. Congt
team of George Styl es, Christopher Wa
| sherwood. Our 6B Teamd, Sam Kidd, Chr
Jasper Gillespie, Wi so did well, cominog¢
The Centenary Camp at Lees Wood on the
was wet but wonder ful. The activities |
the weather tried to dampen our spiri
Cubs and Scouts who got stuck in and s
was a superb Greek banquet with everyo
Group won the trophygmg.or Mt hei reeerte stuhba
Leader s, Fell owship me mber s and par el
successful. I't was hard work but very e

contrast, the village <carnival was

draiser for the Group. Well done to

hel ped rai se a tremendous Al,60

appointment was the p
aring the litter on t
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The day started at Clarendon road car park in
Watford where some of us Scouts, Cubs and Beavers from
1% Abbots Langley group met our leaders. We were all given
a Centenary scarf to wear over our group scarf, which had to
have a special Friendship knot tied in it. Most of us had not
grasped how to do this knot, one by one Clive was doing up
everyoneds centenary scarves. L u
and prepared; he had tied knots in about ten scarves before
hand so less work for him at the time.

Then it was time for us to walk to Queens Road in
Watford to meet all the
other Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers from all over the
District, by the time we had
all walked there Queens
Road was full of Scouts,
Cubs and Beavers. At the
front was a British Airways
pipe band playing the
bagpipes in Kkilts.
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We all fell into a line, all the Beavers went first then the
Cubs, Scouts and Explorers behind, and started to march
down Watford town centre in threes on our way to
Cassiobury Park. On our way we came across a wedding at
Watford Town Hall, as we walked past everyone at the
wedding looked surprised!

As we approached Cassiobury Park | could finally see all the
Cubs and Beavers Marching in front of me, it looked like a
never-ending line of people and somewhere in the distance
was the British Airways band. They were so far away | could
barely hear them until they stopped and everyone went past
them to sit down for the service.



As we walked in there were
big marquees for people
that were linked with the

Scout Movement to sit
under. As we took our
places sitting on the floor

the general public flooded
in at the sides of us. The
Service started early; we
saw two older scouts that

have been scouts for many years walk down wearing their old
uniform and recited their old Scout promise and the Scout
law. People from Scouts, Cubs and beavers were called up to
recite their version of the Promise and only then did we
realise how scouting had changed.

The service had ended; we got back into line ready to parade
back, as we wal ked out of Cassio
rightdéd by Clive, we al l | ooked
V.I.LP.s. As we were lead back up the high street by the

British Airways band, people were cheering us on as they had

just finished watching the rugby match.

We walked back up Queens Road ,we were then all dismissed.

We set off back to Clarendon Road to go home after a long
day of walking in the beaming hot sun.

By Chris Ward
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Narrow Boat Trip 2007

On 11" May the winners of the Top Ten Scouts competition
met at Hunton Bridge for a weekend of relaxing on a narrow
boat. We started at Hunton Bridge and went up the canal to
Berkhamsted and back. But the weather stopped us from
relaxing, as it rained every day. The Scouts who went were
Christopher Winder, Chris Watts, Jonny Benson, Mark
Redmond, James Hendry, Henry Sugden, Luke Hanson,
Sammy Gillespie, George Styles and Daniel Lowrie (me).

On day one, as it was raining, we got everything packed and
put it in the boat quickly, we had the safety talk on board
and did the first lock. We went up the canal at a top speed
of 4 miles per hour! We came to the Waterside Restaurant
where we normally stop for football and a drink with the
parents but because of the awful weather we ate on board.
We had tomato soup with bread cooked by Jonny, George
and James. For the rest of the night we sat in our bunks
playing music and games. We somehow managed to break
the curtain dividing the compartments. In the end, some of
the boys fixed it but it was still a bit dodgy. We stayed up till
the early hours of the morning talking and eating sweets.




In the morning Sammy, Chris, Mark and Luke got up early
and cooked breakfast. It was beans, scrambled eggs and
bacon 1 this woke us up a bit. Today was not a good day for
me and James. | stacked it on a weir and bruised my shin
and James fell off the bank. James and | helped make lunch
consisting of rolls because we could not do any of the hard

work (what a shame!). The weather was still against us so
we watched Jonny English on video which made us laugh. For
supper we had fish and chips. Tony and some other people
from Scouts came to visit us on the boat and the adults had
a drink, or two, or three. We stayed up till the early hours of
the morning chatting and eating yet more sweets and sugary
things.

On Sunday we went back to Hunton Bridge. Unfortunately
Jonny dropped the bottom half of his rod in the water but
luckily that was the only thing that fell in the river (not even
Clive fell in!). Altogether, despite the weather, we all had a
great time and the canal boat weekend was a success. |
would like to thank Michael Benson, Ben Sugden and Clive
Winder for being great supervisors.

Daniel Lowrie, Eagles
























