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Congratulations to ------ 

Sam Reeve on completing his Creative Challenge and 
Fitness Challenge. 

Figures just in from the Carnival show the group 
raised Ã387 on the Brick a brac stall, Ã874.10 
selling Hot Dogs and Ã150 from the plate 
smashing 

Daniel Lowrie and Christopher Winder on 
attaining the Outdoor Plus Challenge, one of 
the most difficult to achieve. 

Max Halcomb and Matthew Johnson on completing 7 
Years Participation. 

To the winners of the District Night Owls Competition, 
Christopher Winder, Daniel Lowrie, George Isherwood, 
Henry Sugden, Jack Longbottom and Finlay Potiuk. 

Well Done Everyone! 
Clive 

To the runners-up of the District Night Owls Competition, 
Emily Drake, Alexander Babb, Greg Benson, 
Scott  Denton, Liam Goodman, Sean Hinks, Sam 
Pearson and Lewis Powell. 



Cliveõs Chat 

Many congratulations to Joshua Coulson who 
completed his Silver Chief Scouts Award. 

 

The main success of the Spring Term was that of 
the Scout Troop who were victorious for the 2

nd
 

year in succession in the District Night Owls 
Competition beating every other team by 100 
points or more. Congratulations to the winning 
team of Christopher Winder, Daniel Lowrie, 
George Isherwood, Henry Sugden, Jack 
Longbottom and Finlay Potiuk. The Troop also 
entered a relatively young and inexperienced 
training team who also put in a superb 
performance. Well done to all the participants. 

 

Lots more to read about the Group in my AGM 
report. I look forward to seeing you all at the 2008 
Group Family Camp at Phasels Wood on the 27

th
 ï 

29
th
 June. It will be a great event. 

 

Clive Winder 

Group Scout Leader 
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The Beavers continued to enjoy a varied programme of activities in 

2007. Helen Welch, the Beaver Leader, again did a marvellous job ably 

assisted by Lyn Lythaby, and our Young Explorer Leader, Julia Wood. 

Their weekly programme has enabled them to complete a number of 

the Challenges and Activity badges.  

The Cubs also thrived thanks to the leadership team of Chris Frith, 

Aisling Benson, Jo Johnson and Holly Noonan. There have been many 

achievements with regard to Challenge Awards and Activity Badges. 

My congratulations particularly go to the 10 boys who completed their 

Silver Chief Scouts Award in 2007. 

At the 2008 census in January the total 

Group membership was 91 (20076 = 98) 

comprising:  

Beaver Scouts  17 (17) 

Cub Scouts 32 (33) 

Scouts  33 (39) 

Leaders & Assistants  9 (9) 



The Scout Troop is still oversubscribed. 15 Cubs are due to 

join Scouts in the next 2 terms so those on the waiting list will 

never be able to join. Unfortunately, without more leaders to 

start up another Troop they will never get to enjoy Scouting in 

this village. A total of 50 Challenge Awards were completed and 

numerous Activity Badges. I would particularly like to 

congratulate the 15 Scouts who completed their Gold Chief 

Scouts Award. My thanks go to my fellow leaders, Sharon 

Duffy, Tony Dabson and, our Young Leaders, Jack McCarthy, 

Dominic Benson and Tom Lambert for their commitment and 

hard work throughout the year, and to the parents who have 

helped and supported the activities. 

The Troop continued to support the District and County 

events and again continued their success by winning both the 

District Triathlon Trophy for the second year running and also 

the District Night Owls competition.  

As mentioned above, this Group is highly successful but still 

struggles from a lack of Leaders. Iõm pleased to see more 

parents getting involved on an occasional basis, not that we give 

them much choice. However, the number of full time leaders 

remains an issue. We have 53 Beavers on the waiting list of 

which 18 are overdue. We cannot take anymore without more 

Leaders. This means that there are many children out there not 

able to enjoy all the benefits of Scouting. 

Iõm also pleased to report that Albbatross, the District Explorer 

Scout Unit hosted by this Group, continues to grow from 

strength to strength and now stands at 25 members. Alison 

Redmond and Rob Lambert have done another marvellous job 

as the Unit leaders and they have received valuable help from 

parents. I would also like to thank the many Explorers that have 

got involved with the other sections helping out on a weekly 

basis. Long may it continue. 



2007 was a very busy year being the Centenary of Scouting We 

celebrated Founders Day, came runner-up in the District 

Swimming Gala, attended the sunrise celebrations in 

Cassiobury Park, visited the World Scout Jamboree at Hylands 

Park and, the highlight, participated in the District Centenary 

Camp. The Centenary Camp at Lees Wood on the Whitsun 

Bank Holiday weekend was wet but wonderful. The activities 

and events were non-stop even though the weather tried to 

dampen our spirits. Congratulations to the Beavers, Cubs and 

Scouts who got stuck in and still had a fantastic time. The finale 

was a superb Greek banquet with everyone dressed in togas 

for which the Group won the trophy for the best sub-camp. My 

sincere thanks to all the Leaders, Fellowship members and 

parents who made the event so successful. It was hard work 

but very enjoyable. 

My report would not be complete without a few more, well 

deserved thanks. Firstly, to the members of the Scout 

Fellowship who helped with a number of activities within the 

Sections and with valuable fund raising. Also to the Executive 

for their continued support and hard work, providing this 

superb venue, the invaluable minibus, our Woodsmoke 

magazine, Gift Aid and all the fund raising events, ably assisted 

by the hard work of the Ladies Guild. 

Lastly, thank you again to those parents who have helped. Your 

involvement is important as it is your childõs Group and they 

are the ones that benefit from all the time and effort put in by 

the numerous committed volunteers. I have always had a policy 

of encouraging parents to get more involved in all aspects of 

the Group. This has enhanced both the leadership team and the 

Executive. However, I cannot stress enough the importance of 

the need for more leaders. Nine is not enough for the number 

of children in the Group. 

Clive Winder 
Group Scout Leader 



We arrived at Lees Wood in the early hours of the evening and had 

to set up the tents, while the younger group of scouts had little 

trouble setting up their tent, it was another story for the older scouts. 

Apart from taking twice as long as the younger scouts, we forgot to 

put the pole in at the top of the tent that held the roof up so no water 

would drip in. We discovered that later on that night, when it rained 

heavily. 

After that, our team, consisting of Christopher Winder, Daniel 

Lowrie, Henry Sugden, Jack Longbottom, Finlay Potiuk and myself, 

set off towards the first base. We had to do a series of 12 tasks 

including identifying foreign flags, making hot chocolate and moving 

an egg from one place to another, using nothing but string straws 

and sticky tape. Mainly we were pleased with our orienteering skills, 

but we ran into some slight problems when our directions were 

ñnorthishò or ñwestishò as it got us slightly lost on two occasions, 

luckily we were only late for one base by two minutes. 

The competition went on well into the night and teams arrived back 

at varied times in the evening, our team being one of them who 

arrived back on time. We then went to bed waiting for the results 

that were to be presented the next morning. This was when the 

problem of the badly put up tent came in, we woke up the next 

morning only to find that the water that had been sitting on the roof 

of the tent had started to drip through the seams, leaving all of our 

bags that were in the main compartment drenched. 



Then, all too fast came the award ceremony with a one off trophy 

which was a very annoying owl that had a sensor on the front which 

hooted every time somebody moved in front of it. That trophy was 

awarded to Clive for being the leader that stayed up the latest that 

night. Then came the presentation. They explained to us that we were 

awarded points for being on time, for presenting properly, for the 

actual challenge and for leaving the base properly. Overall the scores 

were out of 600 which was 50 points for each base. There was a range 

of scores starting from 250. Finally once most of the teams had been 

announced it came to the top three and we had still not been 

announced.  The team that came 3rd achieved around 340 points. The 

tension was building as we waited to find out. Then finally the man 

said that the group that had came 2nd had 370 point and the group 

that had come first had 496 points. Then he said that the 3rd North 

Watford/1st Abbots Langley had won by over 100 points. 

Our second team, although lacking in experience, also did very well 

and achieved 400 points. Unfortunately, they couldnôt be included in 

the competition because they were a training team of 8 Scouts and 

were assisted by Clive. The team was led by Emily Drake and had 7 

of the youngest, and smallest, members of our Troop. They were Alex 

Babb, Greg Benson, Scott Denton, Liam Goodman, Sean Hinks, Sam 

Pearson and Lewis Powell and were named by the competition 

organisers as Snow White and the Seven Dwarves.  

George Isherwood 

APL, Eagles 
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July  

4th  Kite Flying  Fellowship  

12th  Cracknell Shield Competition, Lees  Cubs 

15th  Barbeque Ladies Guild  

15th  Scout Executive Meeting  Exec Committee  

27thñ3rd  Summer Camp  Scouts 

 

August  

4th  Lawn Bowls - behind HQ  Fellowship  

 

September  

5th  Ghost Walk around St. Albans  Fellowship  

15th  Scout Executive Meeting  Exec Committee  

16th  Meeting - BC Ladies Guild  

 

October  

2nd Tring Brewery  Fellowship  

15th  Jumble Sale  All  

17th - 19th  Peak Assault  Explorers  

18th  Jumble Sale  All  

21st Meeting - TBC Ladies Guild  

31stñ2nd Autumn Weekend Sleepover  Fellowship  

 

November  

9th  Remembrance Parade  All  

14th  County Museum 100 Yrs of Scouting  Fellowship  

15th  Green Beret  Scouts 

17th  Scout Executive Meeting  Exec Committee  

22nd Xmas Market  All  

 

December  

5th  Xmas Meal  Fellowship  

8th  Christingle Service  All  

26th  Boxing Day Walk  All  



Pictures from the 

PAW weekend 

St Georgeõs Day 

Parade 




















